
  

 

 

 

 

 

A welcoming community called to be an enduring  

beacon of faith, hope, and love to all. 
 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

Sunday, July 26, 2020 
 

A Service of the Word 
 

Prelude Hymn 388 O worship the King, all glorious above! Hanover  

  

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Opening Hymn 615  “Thy kingdom come!” on bended knee St. Flavian 

 

 

 
 
Priest Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 

 

  



Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Immortal One, 
Have mercy upon us. 
 
Collect of the Day 
 

Priest The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you.  
Priest Let us pray.  
 
Celebrant : O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: Increase and 
multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not 
the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
The Epistle   Romans 8:26-39 

     Read by Geoff Kannan 

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans. 
 
The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes 

with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the 

Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his 

purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that 

he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he 

called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his 

own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge 

against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, 

who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 

hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, 

 

  “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 

  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither 

death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 

anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

  



Psalm 105:1-11, 45b Confitemini Domino  Read by Geoff Kannan 
 

1 Give thanks to the LORD and call upon his Name; * 

  make known his deeds among the peoples. 

2  Sing to him, sing praises to him, * 

  and speak of all his marvelous works. 

3  Glory in his holy Name; * 

  let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 

4  Search for the LORD and his strength; * 

  continually seek his face. 

5  Remember the marvels he has done, * 

  his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, 

6  O offspring of Abraham his servant, * 

  O children of Jacob his chosen. 

7  He is the LORD our God; * 

  his judgments prevail in all the world. 

8  He has always been mindful of his covenant, * 

  the promise he made for a thousand generations: 

9  The covenant he made with Abraham, * 

  the oath that he swore to Isaac, 

10  Which he established as a statute for Jacob, * 

  an everlasting covenant for Israel, 

11  Saying, "To you will I give the land of Canaan * 

  to be your allotted inheritance." 

45b Hallelujah! 
 
Glory to the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
The Gospel   Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew. 

 
Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and 

sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a 

tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 

 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three 

measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 

“ The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes 

and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he 

went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; when it 

was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end 

of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of 

fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 



 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has 

been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new 

and what is old.” 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon (seated)   The Rev’d Dr. Andy Anderson, Interim Rector 
 

The Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
  



Prayers of the People (Form III)  Read by The Hadley Family 
 
The Leader and People pray responsively 
 
In peace, we pray to you Lord God. 
 
Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 
The prayer needs from our Parish Prayer List are now offered: 
 

We pray for healing in mind, body and spirit for Cassidy Dale, Tom Dziedzic, Pam Spofford 

 

Carl Close, Martha Close, Hewitt Ebert, Elijah Ezeh, Michael Gardner, Bishop Susan Goff, Chris Thayer 

 

Michael Cordes, Alek Erickson, Clara Gilbert, Allan Gotschall, Sandy Haslam, Audrey Smith Herring, Rita Kettler, 
The Rev’d Charles T. Mason, Patricia Mattis, Ann Miley, Kareena Shakoor, Claire Sloyan, Tim Smith, Chris Wray, 
for those working on the front lines of the Covid-19 pandemic, and for any others on your hearts and minds today 
(pause) 
 
We pray for all those serving on the front lines of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
We pray for parents discerning educational and health choices for their children for the upcoming school year. 
 
We ask all this believing that you are the Spirit who is with us now and hears all our prayers.  Amen. 
 

  



Confession of Sin 

 

Leader Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbors. 

 

Leader and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Priest Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you 
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Peace 
Priest The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
Offertory   “Every time I feel the Spirit”  African American Spiritual 

  Larry Rice  
 

During the offertory anthem you are invited to make a gift to God’s mission at the Falls Church Episcopal through realm, on the 
website, or by Texting TFCE at 73256. 
 

  



The Celebrant then continues 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 
People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name,  
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
A Prayer for the Power of the Spirit Among the People of God Read by Erin Cline 

God of all power and love,  

we give thanks for your unfailing presence  
and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss. 
Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. 
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: 
a people who pray, worship, learn, 
break bread, share life, heal neighbors, 
bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. 
Wherever and however we gather, 
unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, 
that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

 
Dismissal 
Priest Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God.  
 
  



Closing Hymn 302  Father, we thank thee who hast planted Rendez a Dieu 
 

 

 

 

 

 


